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Commodores Quarter Deck 
Is summer here or have we missed it? One day we are hotter than Greece then 
the next day it is so cold Iceland looks tropical. I can remember some experts 
saying that with global warming we could expect the climate of Southern England 
to become more like Spain. Well, I am still waiting and my opinion of the so 
called experts has not changed but it is not printable. May be those experts had 
shares in Ambre Solaire or an air conditioning company? 

The majority of boats are back in the water after frantic work by their owners and 
considering the harsh weather at the start of the year I think they have done well. 
On that point I would also like to praise all those helping hands that make 
themselves available to help launch the boats in any weather and at any time. 
They do a great job and all of us who have boats in the yard send them our 
thanks for their all help and in some cases extreme patience 

I have just had my last Commodores cruise and hoped and prayed for good 
weather, as usual, the weather gods decided not to listen to my pleas. 

In the end 5 boats made the trip to Ramsgate whjch was a good number 
considering the weather forecast for the whole weekend.  

The roll of honour for those who made the trip is as follows. 

Me, Dawn and my brother in law Gary Terry on my boat Max; Bob and Gill 
Hough on Ocean Spirit, Terry and Viv Burling and Val and Bob Deane on 
Annobelle; Ian and Lorraine Cuthbertson and Kevin and Sue Turner on Moyistar 
and one motor boat Stargazer with Rod and Beryl Abbot on board. Annobelle 
and Moyistar made the passage on the Friday which turned out to be a very good 
decision. The weather was fine and sunny but not much wind and so it was a 
motor sail most of the way. 

My Saturday started early down on the boat cleaning the usual bird droppings off 
the deck. When I got to the boat there was a steady southerly breeze blowing 
around the top end of a Force 3. If this keeps up this could be a relaxing sail all 
the way to Ramsgate. By the time we all got back to MAX to prepare to leave as 
early as possible on the flood tide the wind had veered South-westerly to a Force 
4. Ok, still a good run down to North Foreland and just a bit bumpy the rest of the 
way to Ramsgate. 

However, by the time we got away from the mooring and was heading up to the 
pier the wind had again changed backing south easterly Force 5 and from then 
on just continued to build to a steady Force 6 but even then we had gusts of 35 
knots over the boat which is the bottom end of a Force 8. Ah, the pleasures of 
sailing. I am going camping next year! Ocean Spirit had left just after me and we 
could see her disappearing in the short, steep seas and then, to crown it all, the 
rain came and so we knew the next six or seven hours would be shear purgatory 
and it was. Russell Blitz on Coda, a 26’ Snapdragon, did leave the mooring and 
made an honourable effort to make the trip but decided to turn back as the 
weather was so bad. A good decision I think. 

Some of you may be asking why we did not go into the Medway or around to the 
back of Swale. Well, it was my last cruise, 2 boats were already in Ramsgate 
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waiting for us and 3 boats were already on their way. So I was determined that all 
those who chose to go on my final cruise would be together. Besides I am a firm 
believer that in bad weather the boat never is the problem but sometimes the 
crew may not be up to it but in this instant each boat had good, capable and 
experienced crew. 

I have digressed slightly. Half way to the Spile with the wind on the nose, blowing 
at 22 to 25 knots and the rain seeming rather wet for this time of the year, along 
came Rod Abbott in his motor boat Stargazer. He looked so dry, so warm, so 
bloody content. If you detect a hint of envy in my narration I can assure you it 
was much more than just a hint. 

Rod disappeared into the distance and MAX and Ocean Spirit battled their way to 
the Spile Buoy, then to the East Last, past the South Margate to North Foreland. 
Along the Margate Road (Four Fathoms Channel) there was some respite in the 
relative lea of the land but of course just around the corner of North Foreland all 
hell broke loose again. 

Finally we were there, calling Ramsgate Port Control for permission to enter the 
harbour and then the peace, the tranquillity, the smooth water. Shear heaven. 

We rafted up against Moyistar and within half an hour were on our way for Fish 
and Chips and then on to The Royal Temple Yacht Club. I have never tasted 
such a wonderful first pint of beer. The second was almost as good, as was the 
third and fourth. 

Sunday dawned with grey, rain threatening skies and it still blowing a hooly but 
thankfully by the time we had all eaten a hearty breakfast the sun was out some 
of us made our usual pilgrimage to the Belle View Pub at Pegwell Bay for a lunch 
time pint or two. Then it was back to prepare for the traditional Cheese and Wine 
party. Here I would like to thank my wife Dawn and good friend Gillian Hough for 
preparing all the food. It was superb with virtually nothing left at the end of the 
evening.  

 
What a beautiful afternoon for a Cheese and Wine Party? 

It turned into a good evening also but I need a bigger boat! 
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The Cheese and Wine Party started at 4pm and continued to around midnight 
and I think every one enjoyed themselves. I am not sure as red wine has an 
adverse effect on my memory. Besides the 15 Island Yacht Club members on 
board, we invited the Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore Sail of Essex 
Yacht Club who we met in Ramsgate. I am fairly certain they enjoyed our 
hospitality as the Vice Commodore was one of the last to leave my boat. Yes, I 
had 17 people partying on my boat and I know it is a 33 footer but that takes the 
biscuit. In the morning it MAX looked a little worse for wear with a hint of pink 
around the cockpit from spilt red wine and the remnants of various cheeses and 
different biscuits scattered about the boat. However, it did not take long to clean 
up and there was no lasting damage. 

We departed Ramsgate at 8.20 am and once again the weather was to make the 
trip back almost as bad as the one going but on this occasion the wind was from 
the Northwest and only blowing a Force 6. Never the less it was basically on the 
nose or just off it all the way back. None the less we all arrived back safely if not 
a bit jaded and very tired. 

Now the forecast for Monday had been Northeast, Force 3, clear and sunny so 
from now on I will never look at another forecast but revert back to studying pine 
cones and seaweed with the odd wetted finger held in the air. I am sure this will 
be a better way of predicting the weather than relying on the billions of pounds 
worth of computers the Met Office uses. 

Finally I would like to thank most sincerely all those who made the effort to come 
on my final cruise and of course to all those who have made the effort to come 
on my past cruises even if they did not reach the final destination for what ever 
reason. I have always said that it does not matter where we cruise to or what the 
weather is. What is important are the people who go. The good company they 
provide and the determination to enjoy themselves. This year like all the past 
ones proved that to be true. 

Thank you.  
 

My last Annual Dinner & Dance as Commodore will be on Saturday, 2nd October 
in the Maritime Room at the Cliffs Pavilion with a cracking modern band for 
dancing to. I hope as many of you as possible will want to be there and watch the 
Social Notice board for more details. 
 

I will simply finish with what I hoped for you all last year and that is you all have a 
great summer what ever you choose to do but I hope that a lot of it is spent out 
on the water enjoying fine weather, just socializing at the club on a barmy 
summers evening or even better still, doing both. 

 

This is a great Club! The envy of most! Be part of it! 
 

Good luck, good sailing, good motoring and good fishing 

and whatever you are doing on the water,  be safe. 

Bill French Bill French Bill French Bill French –––– Commodore Commodore Commodore Commodore    
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The need for the Floating Pontoon 
Back in the late 60’s, the 70’s and the 80’s the Dinghy sailing took part in Small 

Gains Creek. 

The Dinghy rack, slipway and compound were about where first of the stern on 

moorings are, near Lily 11 and Triaz etc. If my memory serves me correctly. 

The Club hosted the Turtle European championship the Mirror National 

Championship during this time.  Members raced, Turtles, Toppers, Mirrors, Lasers, 

Wayfarers, Merlin Rockets, Miracles and Tasers to name a few. 

How the handicaps were worked out I shall never know but it was a very exciting 

time for us all.  Even the Evening series was well supported with members coming 

straight from work to race.  It was a very active part of the Club. 

The clothing worn and the safety aspects left a lot to be desired.  Some members 

had spray suits, some had ex-council waterproof jackets and trousers and the lovely 

yellow  buoyancy aids with the white laces were a must. Believe me it was very 

cold in the water in March. 

As the Clubhouse was still at Wall Road, there were no showers or toilets so 

members just took off there wet gear, hoped they had something dry to change into 

and went home. 

It was therefore agreed some 7 years ago, due to the silting up of the Creek, the 

amount of traffic to and from Halcon’s etc., that the Creek was no longer a safe 

place for Dinghy Sailing, especially for the Cadets.  The Dinghy sailing had almost 

died by this time although there were some who were enthusiastic enough to think 

and hope that it could be brought back. And it was. 

Brian Turner and I had many meetings with the PLA, Natural England (then 

English Nature) CPBC with a view to installing the floating pontoon.  We met lots 

of opposition not only from the aforementioned but also from local Historian’s who 

maintained that the Bay contained relics from the past that were significant to them 

Needless to say we obtained the planning permission and most, if not all of you 

will agree what an asset the Pontoon has been to the Club.  Not only our Cadets, the 

Rib Training, the Open events, the Dinghies, the visitors from our local clubs but 

for the actual visual aspect when the sailing is taking place. How many of you sit 

outside and watch the boats sailing, the business on the grass when they are all 

getting their boats ready, the camaraderie, the mix of the old and the young, the 

experiences they are trading, the arguments over handicaps. It all makes a fantastic 

place for sailing and certainly has put our Club, YOUR Club on the map. 

Lastly, although the recent cost to the Club to make the Pontoon usable and safe, 

hopefully for the next 15-20 years, I hope members will agree it is worthwhile to 

the future of the Club. 

Valerie Deane – Vice Commodore 
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IYC Social EventsIYC Social EventsIYC Social EventsIYC Social Events    
June  

♦ 4th Interclub “At Home” at IYC 

♦ 12th Rat Pack Evening with Ian Gallagher 
     Menu: Stuffed Mushrooms or Pate 
     Italian Chicken or  Sausage & Mash 
     Orange Chocolate torte, Cheese & Biscuits 

♦ 26th Quiz Night 

♦ 26th Interclub “At Home” LMBC  

July  
♦ 10th IYC Regatta 

♦ 24th Quiz Night 

August 
♦ 21st Quiz Night 

October 
♦ 2nd Annual Dinner and Dance 

♦ 23rd Quiz Night 

♦ 30th Halloween Party 

IYC Regatta 2010 
Special Event Amateur Radio Station 

Dave Speechley did this last year with help from the local Amateur Radio 
Club and it was a great success contacting the Soviet union and Europe. 
This years he is hoping to include a Digital contact through the 
International Space or one of their Amateur Satellites. Operating bands 
will be HF, VHF, phone and Digital modes SSTV and PSK31 (see 
www.southessex-ars.co.uk). He has obtained a special call sign GB2IYC 
which he can use each year.  Who knows what will happen this year but 
the idea is to get people operating the radio’s and talking to Amateurs 
over the world. All club members welcome to just pop in or help, he is 
also offering a free check of any Transceiver marine VHF or HF , 
Amateur , even CB, checking Frequencies , Power out, Audio output etc. 
 

Book Signing 
� Mudlarking: Thames Estuary Cruising Yarns 
� The May Flower: A Barging Childhood 
� Salt Marsh & Mud a Year's Sailing on the Thames Estuary 

Nick Ardley who has recently taken to writing books about traditional 
sailing in our local waters will also be present selling and signing copies 
of his books with proceeds going to the RNLI 
  7
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Mooring & Compound Committee 
Fellow Members, 

By the time this reaches you the winter storage period will have ceased, and hopefully 

the sailing season will have started and summer be on the way. 

 With summer on the way the work parties in the compound will be less regular, the 

dates for the work parties during the summer are below: 

3rd July - No Work Party 

10th July - No Work Party 

17th July - No Work party 

24th July - Normal Work Party 

31st July - No Work Party 

7th August - No Work Party 

14th August - No Work Party 

21st August - Normal Work Party 

28th August - No Work Party 

4th Sept onwards - resumption of normal work party days 

On dates when no work party is taking place there will be no associated activities i.e. 

boat lifts, crane lifts except in an emergency. If such a situation were to arise please 

contact myself. Should you decide to carry out works to your jetties and require 

timber/materials on dates when there isn't a work party please let me know in advance. 

In the recent few months the spring launches went well and a lot of work has been 

carried out to plant and jetties. The Fisherman's Creek dinghy rack has been partially 

rebuilt, with the racking and decking rebuilt on top of what was replaced some years 

ago but found to be in very good condition. The prime mover for the large lifting rig has 

been repaired, stopping the oil leak that has caused a few complaints. This was done 

with an outside contractor being assisted by volunteers, massively reducing the time 

taken and cost.  

With the winter weather behind us, hopefully, I would remind all berth holders that the 

maintenance of the jetty you berth on is your responsibility. A little work now may save 

you a lot of work later. All jetties will have been inspected and letters sent to members 

whose jetties are deemed to require maintenance. Remember, if you don't maintain your 

jetty your boat will be the first to be damaged. Standard materials as always are 

available from the Mooring Committee upon request. 

A point I would like to make to all boat owners who are using the winter storage, on the 

day of your boat being lifted out or in it would be very much appreciated if you would 

assist the team and return your chocking timber to the appropriate area. On a recent lift 

in day only 3 boat owners out of 12 being launched came and helped the team (who 

were short handed at the time). The rest were only to be found on their boats awaiting 

their turn, something personally I find not in keeping with the reason behind belonging 

to a club where everyone should muck in and get the work done. Disappointingly 20 
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boats were still in the compound from the winter lift period, which accounted for half 

the boats on storage at the time of writing. 

A couple of notes to all members using the compound. Firstly it is not a recycling site, 

we can dispose of metal scrap but we cannot dispose of televisions, as one member 

seems to think we can. If it is found out who the member is who dumped the large tv in 

the compound they will be called before the Flag Officers and asked to explain 

themselves. The dumping of this tv has created an extra job for another member to take 

it to the recycling centre, a very unnecessary waste of time created by a thoughtless 

member. If any member has information as to who dumped the tv it would be 

appreciated if you could let me know, either in person or anonymously. 

Secondly, anyone seen driving through the compound at an excessive speed will have 

their number plate advertised in this newsletter. There is a limit of 5mph for a reason. 

Lastly a polite reminder, when contacting me by phone please only do so between the 

following times: 

18:00 and 20:00 Monday to Friday 

10:00 and 20:00 Saturday and Sunday 

Calls outside these times will not be answered and will not be returned unless a message 

is left. Emails will be handled as before. 

 

IYC Mooring and Compound Committee 

 

Sailing Section 
 
What a glorious weekend we had for our first CCS race of the season to Upnor. 
Our next CCS race is the Benfleet Yacht Club race to Queenborough on 
Saturday 12th. June starting at the Leigh Buoy at 14.15hrs. A  buffet meal has 
been arranged for all competitors at the Queenborough Yacht Club on Saturday 
evening, and the Island Yacht Club has booked the barge so we can moor 
together. Please complete and return entry forms to me by Thursday the 10th 
Hope to see you there 
 

Remaining CCS Events for 2010: 
Queenborough 12th  June,     
Stangate Creek 26th June,  
Blackwater 17th July,   
 Estuary Race 24th July,     
Harty Ferry 7th August.  
If you’re interested or would just like to know a bit more please contact me 
Regards  
Mike Edwards 

Sailing Secretary,  
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DINGHY SECTION 
Dear Dinghy Sailors 

First and foremost; I am sure we are all enjoying our new launching 

facilities with extended and wider ramps which make light work of 
getting your boat in and out of the water. As you all know our old jetty 

collapsed and without our new jetty our sailing section (including 
cadets and rib training) simply would not be able to function in a safe 

manner. 

The new jetty sections have been installed by club members giving up 

their personal time and this is a credit to those members who helped. 

Pure dedication! 

Out on the water we continue to have good support, with at least 10 
boats in every race regardless of weather conditions, which so far this 
season have been quite full on. I am still waiting for the perfect force 

3! ☺ 

Out and about, Mark Mawditt and Aaron Lowther achieved 3rd place at 

Rutland… looks like the new main is working for Mark ☺ 

The Benfleet Yacht Club Nore Race is on 20 June and for fast cats 
(handicap 720 or below) the course has been extended to 2 laps; 
which makes it more worth while… as long as its not 2 laps of force 7 

like last year! ☺  

All for now…  Happy Sailing -Clinton Turner 

MOTOR BOAT SECTION 
The start to this season has been a bit slow for our motor boats this season 

as most of us were not in the water for the first Bank holiday weekend of 

May or were being launched on that weekend. But the adults fishing comp 

went well thanks to the hard work put in by Roy Thompson and Peter. 

I am sorry to say that I could not go on the commodores cruise to Ramsgate 

as we now have a dog and Ramsgate does not allow pets. So myself and 5 

other motor boats visited Ipswich haven that weekend a very good weekend 

was had by all and the weather was kind to us. 

Earlier in the year Ted Hales ran a navigation refresher course free of 

charge of which we had +/- 18 members attend over 3 Monday evenings 

and those of our members who took part felt this was very worth while 

many thanks to Ted for giving up his time. 

Please watch notice boards for information on what’s happening and have 

safe boating season 

Best regards Martin Dobbs. 
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IYC BOATING ACTIVITIES 2010 

Date HW HT CRUISER RACE 
MOTOR & SAIL 

CRUISE 
DINGHY START CADET 

JUNE           

Sat 12 13.13 5.6 

Queenborough 
Race & Buffet 

Queenborough 
Cruise       

Sun 13 13.57 5.7 Greene King Race Queenborough Whitbread Race TBA   

Sun 20 07.38 5.3 Nore Race   Nore Race (BYC) TBA   

Sat 26 13.22 5.4 Boatacs Race Stangate Cruise       

Sun 27 14.01 5.5   Stangate   Halcon Trophy 13.00   

JULY           

Sat 3 17.33 5.2     
East Coast Piers 

Weekend     

Sun 4 18.14 5.1     LT Grafix Trophy 17.30   

Sat 10 12.04 5.4 IYC Regatta  IYC Regatta   IYC Regatta    IYC Regatta  

Sun 11 12.55 5.6 Ladies Race   Summer Series 12.00   

Sat 17 17.34 5.7 Blackwater Race Blackwater Cruise     RYA RIB  

Sun 18 18.26 5.5   Blackwater  Summer Series 17.30   

Sat 24 12.27 5.2 

Interclub Cruiser 
Challenge Maidstone       

Sun 25 13.10 5.4   Maidstone Summer Series 12.15   

Sat 31 16.27 5.6   Summer Cruise     
Canvey 
Supply 

AUGUST           

Sun 1 16.57 5.4   Summer Cruise 

Alpha Marine 
Trophy 16.00   

Sat 7 10.38 5.0 Harty Ferry Race France       

Sun 8 11.43 5.3   France Dinghy Race 11.00   

Sat 14 16.25 6.0   Summer Cruise       

Sun 15 17.08 5.8 Ray Day Ray Day Forward hands 16.00 Ray Day 

Sun 22 12.09 5.2     Brinkman Trophy 11.15   

Sat 28 15.27 5.8   Chatham Cruise       

Sun 29 15.57 5.7   
Historic Dockyard 

Trip Bank Holiday Series 15.00   

Mon 30 16.26 5.5 Bank Holiday Chatham Cruise Bank Holiday Series 15.30   

SEPTEMBER           

Sun 5 10.13 4.9     Work Party 10.00   

Sat 11 15.16 6.2     Dinghy Open TBA   

Sun 12 15.58 6.1     Dinghy Open TBA   

Sat 25 14.27 5.8 Ellen Rapkin Race Faversham Cruise  
 

 

Sun 26 14.58 5.8   Faversham  

Interclub Dinghy 
Team (away) and 

Dinghy Race (IYC) 

TBA 
 

14.00   

OCTOBER            

Sun 10 14.50 6.1 Koningstein Cup   Koningstein Cup TBA   

Sun 24 13.57 5.8     Gin & Rum 13.00   

        

        



 12 

Cadets 
 

Well there does not seem much I can say regarding cadets.  

Peter Powell has given the up date regarding the Rib challenge. 
 

The cadets had the Paul Metson race on the first Bank holiday 

weekend in May.  

 

 

We will be holding our Cadet fun day /regatta on 10th July with 

activities for everyone.  
 

Quite a lot of work is being done to stage this event by our cadets 

parents and other members so I would like to thanks these members 

in advance on behalf of our cadets. So please remember come along 

for a fun day out for all be it on the water or just watching everyone 

else we also have a family disco in the evening  

 

With the warm weather and lots of 

sunshine now here our cadets will be 

more active on the water 

 

Martin, Karen, Alex and Mark  
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RYA Honda RIB Challenge 2010 
 

After a lot of uncertainty the local heat was held at Stubbers Farm. No other 
clubs came forward to run a local heat, so as we were already running the 
Regional Final the parents of the IYC Cadets took on the task of running this 
and did a wonderful job.  
Fiona Wylie Vice Charwoman of the RYA Eastern Region attended to present 
the certificates and she sent me the following email:- 
Well done. I thought the heat on Sunday went extremely well which was down to 
the excellent organisation with everyone knowing what they were doing and 
getting on with it. Not easy!! 
I hope you were able to enjoy it and that it was a useful 'dry run' before the 
running of the Regional final. 
Best wishes, Fiona. 

We did have some competition as the TEYC came along to join us and their 
cadets did very well for their first go but Aaron and Andrews training put six of 
our cadets into the Regional final. 

 
Results 
Juniors:  
1st Tiffany Carter,  
2nd Jasper Bateman 
3rd Phoebe Hawkins 
Seniors:  
1st Aron Soderberge 
2nd Harry Lucas 
3rd Lawson Heys . 
 

 
Well done everyone. 

 

The regional Final will be at the IYC on the afternoon of Saturday 17th July so 
please put this in your diary to support our Cadets, perhaps lend a helping 
hand and watch some stunning RIB racing. Please let Martin Dobbs or me 
know if you can help. 
Our Cadets are now getting training from Aaron and Andrew who have so 
much experience at this event and have moved into the 21st Century with video 
analysis of their training. But they have a difficult task as our “qualifying” Cadets 
are much younger now and they will have to compete to a high standard for 
their ages to be competitive against older Cadets from other clubs. I am sure 
they are going to do their very best and realistically have the chance of raising 
their game to that level with their new trainers.  Ed. 
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Down on the waterfront…Down on the waterfront…Down on the waterfront…Down on the waterfront…     
“Getting cold, doing that...?” someone called out: he was doing the work. 

Many others were doing nothing – well, that is apart from watching, and waiting 

patiently for the return of a flatbed trolley to load it up again. The comment was 

met by guffaws all round the work area - at least it increased our blood circulation 

and briefly helped to combat the bitter cold.  

The work party detail for that weekend, and two successive ones, was being 

directed towards the floating pontoon. (The hammer head with its ‘slips’ was being 

dismantled. New sections were on their way.) Members who’d not normally 

intermingled around the waterfront, did so. Enthusiasm seemed to abound and it 

was only a lack of cutting equipment that prevented better progress over the first 

weekend. 

Some three weeks later, I was amongst a group, working back on the jetty – 

rebuilding the tender storage area. A comment was heard, “Is the dinghy pontoon 

done then...?”  

“Don’t know...” someone said, “...got fed up with it!” 

“Why was that?” I asked. 

“Well ... you know...” 

“No ... that’s why I’m asking!” 

“Don’t see them lot out ‘ere...” he said, sarcastically, while wafting an arm 

around the group and pointing at the two old boys down in the mud, before adding, 

“Do you?” 

“What lot?” 

“That lot we was ‘elping...” 

“Well no ... but...” I faltered, my voice tailing away. I couldn’t think of a 

‘but’. Try as I might, it was hard not to justify that member’s perception and others 

too: there we all were, alone, out on the outer dinghy rack, far away round the 

moorings. I bit my tongue and remained silent, thinking, “There aren’t any people 

who have moorings on the other side of the creek here either ... where were they...”  

Later I thought about this. The ‘others’ surely (I know) do things too, things 

that aren’t seen by many. It’s the same in any club – all the differing little 

groupings and interest areas quietly get on with jobs within their little spheres. It’s 

what makes what clubs’ are. Big jobs often need extra manpower, like the pontoon. 

And so be it.  

After another Saturday graft, slaving at the ‘gaffer’s’ behest on the outer 

jetty, I forwent the dash for a bitter-shandy and spent awhile helping wood and 

deck a new section of our launching pontoon. The group was a mixed bunch of 

cruising and dinghy sailors. The man in charge was grumbling while I was there ... 

muttering even. “...pity so few of our lot turned up...” he said.  

The next day a whole bevy of members and cadets were present and the 

completed parts were towed round to the front of the club. So, as you can see, there 
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are two sides to a coin... But the perceptions of some members should be a 

worrying signpost.  

 

The following week was a most spring-like day and a sign of its sure 

approach. The men were back on the jetties. A less regular attendee was absent.  

A voice floated across the placid waters of the creek as the tide made 

purposefully inwards. A cream boat was seen by the workforce sailing slowly out 

past the moorings. The voice, full of mirth, hollered again, “...Boss wants that 

finished today...” He was seen to pick up a mug and lazily take a sip, apparently 

without a care in the world. 

With more than a dollop of sarcasm, a call of, “Alright for some,” floated 

back across the water, but the men had stopped work to watch... 

Another called out, “Enjoy...” as the boat crept away. 

The man on the boat fully intended to do just that. He merely lifted an arm, in 

salute to the stalwarts. 

 

 Turning up one week day I found the ‘boys’ were busy with this and that. 

Enquiring about what needed doing, the duty gaffer said, “That bit of ground needs 

tidying up ... been dug for the new access gate ... being concreted ... or 

something...”  

Thinking it was either being concreted or it wasn’t, I said, “Okay” and 

headed off for a wheel barrow and some tools. Cleaning up the recessed area’s 

edges was soon done and I scratched around generally tidying up, wondering who 

was actually in charge.  

An enquiry resulted in, “He’s gone home for lunch.”  

I knew who ‘he’ was: he always goes home for lunch and whatever else 

awaits him... Looking at the time I knew it wouldn’t be long. Sure enough a silver 

grey car shot over the wall and ‘He’, the boss, the ‘Doctor Dredge’ turned up, a 

roll-up hanging from a lip. Soon I found myself shovelling a mass of soil and stuff 

into the dumper which I’d squeezed past the washrooms and the nearby tree (I 

don’t like doing away with trees, but Committee that one has to go ... it fills the 

gents with leaves). Then the digger appeared. It was used, with much expert effort 

from the driver, to break the ground up a little. 

Promising to appear the next day, a small group of us soon had the path area 

edged with shuttering. By Sunday a team had it concreted. Different groups – and 

smartly done! 

The ‘Dredge Doctor’ was then able to get back to the business of mud 

raking... 

 

Etiquette, and in particular flag etiquette, has all but evaporated amongst a 

good number of our members. That is a sad development. It is something I have 

railed at before, along with a number of others, in the past. 

There is nothing worse than seeing a tattered, weather-worn burgee fluttering 

from a yacht, especially when it is from one’s own club.  
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Burgees left flying indicate the presence of vessels’ owners – aboard or close 

by. In our club they fly from vessels that are on the moorings, and worse those laid 

up ashore. It’s startling, to say the least. 

Tom Cunliffe, in Yachting Monthly, has recently raised this issue and he was, 

without reservation, rather forthright on the subject. Quite rightly so! 

Sailing is not a snobby sport or past time, at least not in our neck of the 

woods but, in life, etiquette plays a harmonising and important part of being 

human. In sailing, the business of flags is something that has a long tradition. Let 

us all try to respect that tradition and keep our little ships smart – your club burgee 

down when your boat is unattended ... no fluttering, ragged remnants that shows 

tardiness and perhaps an uncaring attitude. It doesn’t behold us to passing owners...  

Right oh! 
 

WaterWaterWaterWater RatRatRatRat 
 
 
I must say I have to back up the water rat here; When I was a young deck 
officer the flags would go up at dawn and down at dusk. The ensign flew 
from the gaff at sea and from the flag pole in Port. It was the deck officers 
responsibility to confirm the official time for dusk and dawn in that port 
and make sure it happened on time or the ship could be fined and some 
countries would even put armed guards on the quay to make sure this 
was done properly and the courtesy flag was treated with respect…. A bit 
different to a tattered weather faded flag doing little more than scaring off  
birds. Ed 

 

IYC Boats for sale IYC Boats for sale IYC Boats for sale IYC Boats for sale     More details on the IYC Web site. 
 

 

EVOLUTION 32 REVOLUTION XXI 32 £30,000 

SADLER 25 NIPPA II 25 £10,000 

WESTERLY CENTAUR AQUILLA 26 P.O.A. 

SEAGLASS GRP 24 £8,500ono 

TRAPPER 300 FLYING FOX 26 £7,000ono 

FAIREY FISHERMAN JENNY F 26 £13,000 

MACWESTER ROWAN MOUNTAIN ASH 22  P.O.A 

McGREGOR EMILY 26  £10,500 

VIVACITY GRP 20 OFFERS 

    

    


